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We need macroprudential policy-makers ready to take away the 
punch bowl when the party is getting out of hand.
 — JANET YELLEN, FEDERAL RESERVE’S VICE-CHAIRMAN
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Construction safety, 
code and fi re-related 
matters are huge 

concerns to the industry 
and building owners. Rid-
dell Kurczaba Architecture 
(RKA) has taken a unique 
step to provide its staff  and 
clients assistance in code 
and fi re-related matters 
with the launch of a new 
code-related group within 
its practice.

It is being headed by 
Sandy Mackenzie, one of 
Alberta’s most experienced 
and motivated health and 
safety specialists.

A second-generation 
Calgarian, Mackenzie 
joined the Calgary Fire De-
partment in 1974 and after 
training was stationed at 
the Calgary International 
Airport where, for 2½   years, 
he performed active fi re 
fi ghting and crash rescue 
duties.

In 1978, he was trans-
ferred to the Fire Preven-
tion Bureau to inspect and 
develop evacuation plans 
for highrise offi  ce buildings, 
apartments and hotels. This 
job also included reading, 
evaluating and approving 
building plans which gave 
him a good knowledge of 
construction drawings and 
experience in lecturing 
crews, fi re wardens and the 
general public.

Mackenzie rose through 
the ranks, gaining experi-
ence with the arson unit, 
preparing court documents 
and investigating some 
3,000 plus building and ve-
hicle fi res.

He was promoted to fi re 
marshal in 1998 with the 
responsibility of super-
vising 36 fi re inspectors 
and investigators as well 
as budget planning and 
implementation for the 
Fire Prevention Bureau. He 
says he thoroughly enjoyed 
working with the depart-
ment — except perhaps his 
safety concerns during the 
imploding of the General 
Hospital — but chose to re-
tire in 2003.

Not to stop working, 
though, and he was able 
to use his knowledge as a 
consultant to a number of 
companies and organiza-
tions primarily in a training 
capacity until becoming 
safety offi  cer for Skyline 
Roofi ng, accountable for 
health, safety and WCB 
assistance for its 325 em-

ployees.
Mackenzie, in 2005, em-

barked on some exciting 
adventures with Safety 
Boss that included three 
tours to Iran involving be-
ing accountable for the 
safety of 5,500 employees at 
petrochemical plants under 
construction in the Persian 
Gulf.

Along with his wife and 
three daughters, he is heav-
ily involved in looking after 
and showing the 11 quarter-
horses kept at his Millar-
ville home — he is past 
president of the De Winton 
Riding Club — and they 
persuaded him to give up 
international travel. 

For the past four years, 
he has been a code and fi re 
consultant with Morrison 
Hershfi eld in providing 
fi re and life safety reviews 
of buildings. Now he has 
taken his considerable 
knowledge and expertise 
to RKA where his fi rst-
hand understanding of the 
theoretical application and 
practical implication of fi re 
and safety codes will give 
its clients the benefi ts of 
a proactive, experienced 
reviewer.

Being present at pre-
 design meetings adds an-
other level of service for 
both RKA’s city and north-
ern Alberta oil and gas 
industry clients to ensure 
they plan code-compliant 
buildings, and Macken-
zie’s new department will 
continue to off er training, 
document review and ad-
vice to existing owners and 
property managers.

Mackenzie has spent 36 
years making buildings safe 
for occupants and mem-

bers of the fi re department 
should they be called out 
to an incident. He is still a 
fi refi ghter at heart and con-
tinues to be involved in a 
number of industry-related 
associations — a testament 
to his commitment to pro-
fessional excellence. 

Congratulations are in 
order to Calgary interior 
wall systems manufacturer 
DIRTT Environmental 
Solutions in being awarded 
the movable wall contract 
for the new Devon Energy 
world headquarters build-
ing in Oklahoma City, Okla.

The impressive $750-mil-
lion, 45-storey glass tower 
that will rise far above the 
rest of the city’s downtown 
will require more than 12 ki-
lometres of walls to be com-
pleted by the end of 2011.

The DIRTT Wall system 
was chosen for its further 
agility with accessibility, 
universal furniture support, 
and integration of technolo-
gies such as speakers, TV 
and computer monitors and 
interactive screens.

With eight retail stores in 
Calgary and 12 more loca-
tions in Alberta, Richmond 
B.C.-based London Drugs 
has decided to have mar-
keting and public relations 
representation here. 

Angela Joyce and her 
team at White Rabbit Com-
munication have been 
selected to head up its com-
munity and public relations 
in Calgary.

DAVID PARKER APPEARS TUESDAY, 
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY. HE CAN BE 
REACHED AT 403-830-4622 OR 
E-MAIL INFO@DAVIDPARKER.CA.

Former fi refi ghter 
keeps staff  in step

Sandy Mackenzie is a former fi re marshal and now a 
consultant on fi re protection and safety.
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General Motors Co. was 
given the same credit rating 
by Moody’s Investors Service 
as Ford Motor Co., citing the 
largest U.S. automaker’s low 
costs and position in the global 
vehicle market.

GM was rated Ba2, the sec-
ond level below investment 
grade, with a stable outlook, 
New York-based Moody’s said 
Monday in a statement. The 
fi rm rates an anticipated GM 
secured credit facility as Baa3, 
the lowest investment-grade 
level. GM hasn’t publicly dis-
closed the facility’s terms.

“GM has the potential to 
become a more formidable 
player in the global automo-
tive arena,” J. Bruce Clark, a 
Moody’s senior vice-president, 
said Monday. 

Clark cited GM’s position in 
North America, Asia and Latin 
America, and said GM would 
have “one of the more balanced 
global footprints in the indus-
try” if it fi xes the unprofi table 
European business.

Moody’s raised Ford’s rating 
by two levels to Ba2 on Oct. 8, 
saying the automaker’s operat-
ing performance “signifi cantly 
exceeded” expectations. The 
upgrade to Ford’s rating was 
the fi fth in 13 months.

Moody’s hikes GM credit 
rating to same level as Ford

Moody’s said GM has the 
potential to become “a 
more formidable player.’’

TRYING TO GAIN GROUND
Microsoft chief executive Steve Ballmer unveils Windows Phone 7 as

the company seeks to regain ground lost to the iPhone, BlackBerry and
devices powered by Google’s Android software. See story, Page D5.

BLOOMBERG

Gymboree Corp., the San 
Francisco-based children’s 
clothing retailer, agreed to be 
bought by Bain Capital LLC 
for about $1.8 billion, giving the 
buyout fi rm a business whose 
free cash fl ow has tripled since 
2008.

The acquisition price is 
$65.40 a share, the companies 
said Monday in a statement. 
That’s 57 per cent more than 
Gymboree’s closing price Sept. 
30, when reports of a takeover 
surfaced. 

Gymboree may seek acquisi-
tion proposals from third par-
ties through Nov. 20, according 
to the statement.

The purchase is the largest 
leveraged buyout in the retail- 
apparel sector worldwide over 
the past three years by more 
than $1 billion. It gives Boston-

based Bain more than 1,000 
stores in countries including 
Canada and Australia. Gym-
boree, whose sales growth 
has slowed for three straight 
years, also operates Janie and 
Jack shops and Crazy 8 stores 
in the U.S.

“It’s an excellent deal for 
Gymboree shareholders with 
a valuation well above what 
many were expecting,” said 
Lee Giordano, an analyst at 
Imperial Capital LLC in New 
York who rates the shares 
“outperform.”

Gymboree rose $11.88, or 22 
per cent, to $64.83 at 4 p.m. 
New York time in Nasdaq 
stock market trading, the big-
gest one-day gain since April 
2009. The shares have climbed 
49 per cent this year.

Private-equity fi rms bought 
43 retail-apparel companies 
over the past three years. 

Retailer Gymboree agrees
to Bain’s $1.8B buyout
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Janet Yellen

AYESHA DAYA 
AND OLA GALAL

BLOOMBERG

OPEC may leave oil produc-
tion quotas unchanged when 
it meets in three days after 
Saudi Arabian oil minister Ali 
al-Naimi described the mar-
ket as “very well-balanced” 
between consumers and pro-
ducers.

Asked by reporters as he ar-
rived at his hotel in Vienna
late Monday if an increase
in supply was needed this 
year, al-Naimi responded, “I
just said the market is very
well balanced. Everyone is
happy with the market. Con-
sumer, producer, everyone is
happy.”

Members of the Organiza-
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) are all 
exceeding their quotas after 
prices surged 78 per cent in
2009 and a further 3.6 per 
cent this year. Naimi said oil 
between $70 and $80 a barrel 
“is an ideal price.”

Saudi Arabia is OPEC’s larg-
est producer, pumping 8.25
million barrels a day in Sep-
tember, based on Bloomberg
estimates. Fuel demand in the 
U.S., the world’s biggest oil 
consumer, dropped 6.4 per 
cent to 18.5 million barrels a 
day, according to the U.S. En-
ergy Department, the biggest
weekly decline since 2004.

“I don’t think there will be 
any shift” in quotas by OPEC, 
Qatari Oil Minister Abdullah 
al-Attiyah said after meeting 
in Kuwait with ministers from 
Saudi Arabia and other Per-
sian Gulf nations. “Producers
and consumers are happy” 
with current oil prices, he 
said.

Many of the ministers ar-
rived in Vienna on Monday
and will hold informal discus-
sions Wednesday in advance
of their policy meeting sched-
uled for the next day. 

OPEC 
quotas 

‘balanced,’
says Saudi 
minister 

Kuwait Oil Minister Sheik 
Ahmad al-Abdullah al-
Sabah, left and Saudi coun-
terpart Ali al-Naimi.


